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STRANGERS ON 


EARTH 


STORY & ART BY 
IVAN FLORES 


STRANGERS ON EARTH #0. January 2024. The story, all names, characters, 
and incidents portrayed in this production are fictitious. No 
identification with actual persons living or deceased, places, buildings, 
and products is intended or should be inferred. This work was 
conceptualized, produced, and completed in full WITHOUT any assistance 
or use whatsoever of generative Al, large language models (LLMs), or 
any such systems or products. 


‘T oday was a productive day. 
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The best thing [ learned is that when an issue reveals 


itself, you can always just cut it from the picture. Even So... 
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ve done. 
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No one can ever Know what 
Ee er | 


So _L will burn it down. 
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I shall provide, carefully crafting each 
sympathetic word, each condolence, each 
caring reassurance, each prayer, and each 
comforting hug. 

Se 


But the work is done now. | he greatest 
treasure in the world is mine, all mine. A\ny 
bright future | desire, anything [ want, 
it's all mine. 
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will burn it all down... B 
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When that time comes, | will gladly provide 
answers. A\ll _[ have to do is follow the script and 
everyone else will fall in line. And for the ones 


they lef 


+ behind... 


Everything is going Fi NY 
to be okay 
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Twenty minutes past midnight. 
going to do? 


So, what are you 
itely not here. 


e received word of a complete 
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ilure somewhere 


further down 
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We have two 
7 on the radar. 
One unaccounte 


for 


Chicago, Halloween 2025 
Happy Halloween 


That's our guy, or at least we think so. 
We caught him on his way out. He seemed 
to be experiencing some sort of psychotic 

breakdown. He made quite an annoying mess 
downstairs. Think you can have 
a chat with him? 


Okay, it's time to start talking. 

I need to Know who sent you, where 
the machine is going, and everything that 
has happened to you in the last week or so. 
The whole story. Walk me through it. 


\ 


I+ sounds like you have everything 
you need. | told your friends the 
same thing. You lose. There is no hope, 


This is either nothing, 

or simply a decoy with a 
set of detailed instructions. 
Whoever is doing this covered 
their tracks well. \What 
I'm saying is that there's 
a nonzero probability 
that we're wasting 
our time here. 


That's physically You want my opinion’? 
impossible. Come on, _L think someone's messing 
we don't have to with us. [+ was him and the girl. 
listen to this guy. ‘They were the only two people on 
Earth who Knew any of 
this happened. 


Well, if it's like you said, Lt really doesn't matter. 
then our anomaly may just be a L think ['m dea now. 
case of simple causality. T he L hurt so many Peerie. ‘There 
issue should be a |ittle ways were So many things | wanted to 
down our guest's worldiine, do, So many chances that 
theoretically. : : | just...didn't take. 


Either way, the 
Standard directive 
still applies. Sorry, Kid. 
Sorry it all has to 
end ike this. 


: Ri 
T here's nothing lef+ 
for me. The truth is, 
iN _['m better of f dead. 


” Do it and let's go. 

We can't continue this \ I Know 
guesswork. | his was what it looks like. 
something else. T his These things, they 

was intentional. \We'r One life or a few always work out in 
pushing it by looking {_ million is a rounding error. the end. They 

the other way his looks like bait. have to. 
. even once 


We all have jobs to do, 
Officer. My methods are painless, 
will do as | was instructed. 


Pack up your 
things. [t's going to be 
a long trip. 


Wrap it up, and do it 
fast. \We've wasted enough 
time chasing dead ends. Any more 
screw-ups, and maybe next time 
it'll be you on the receiving 
end of that gun, Clairvoyant. 


[t's oKay, Kid. 
I'm not going to 
hurt you. 


You people. 
You think you're ready 
for what's ahead, but you're 
not. The only thing you 
Can do now is leave and 
never come back. 


I Know my life 
is forfeit, but 

after tonight | might 
get to be with all my 
friends again. 


Just make it stop. 


ZIP ee 


The other side of town, the night before Halloween. es GOA 
ft Hey Dimitri, Ey 


_{ you still thinking about getting 
that form? For the chip? 


What form’? 
) George can have it. 
Not like 1'm gonna need it. 
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Are you Yes. 
sari ms Half the stuf 
the i. isn't possible on those 
eeeaite een machines. [he dude treats 
Enterprises doesn't the software guys like 


Seater penn 


A\ll I'm saying is, 
I'm definitely quitting my 
job over this, or at least 
A. getting a better one. 
_ A\bout time too. 


I don't think 
we'll exactly need 
anyone to vouch for us if 
this thing works. 


“Lt better work. 
_f Tdon't Know how many \ 
[ more of those big heat sinks 
they're gonna let me borrow 
from work. | t looks like 
_l'm robbing the place. 


Well, is that an issue ? : 
Jesus, Charlotte, what are we even \ 
trying to sell? The thing's stable as-is. 
| Besides, ] think waveform gunk is gonna 
be the least of our worries if something 
overheats, or we don't shoot up 


the hell is 


j _L don't Know. 
Lf he's not here before 
midnight, _['m out. 


A little 
side project 
might be nice. 

You never 


How though P 
Work's been all 
over the place. | t's 
like boot camp out here 
with these clients and 
you=Know=who. 


We're engineers, 

Not soothsayers. This thing 
is a SCary enough project on its 
own. ['m still trying to think of 

practical si se for 
these new trials. 


Look, look. 
L'll just go to the store ~\ 
tomorrow after work. They're | 
like eight bucks or something. / 


Antifreeze, dummy. 


Charlotte, Dimitril 


Tt is of We're on 
the utmost importance the verge of something \ 
that we hit the ground running incredible. We'll be fine as 


on this next trial. long as we Keep moving 
forward. 


But Adrian, 
how much longer before we 
can present any of this, you 
Know, holistically and all that’? 
Honestly I'm still Kinda 
iffy about strapping 
myself to the thing. 
mean, what if- 


/ . 
Benny, it's 
tomorrow, 


What happened ? 


I'm really sorry, 
Charlotte. | was helping 
Mom fix the kitchen 
\ sink, it took forever. 


: ) No, man. 
T didn't really 
\ feel anything. 


L might 
have a more 
pressing 


Alll three of us are going at the same time. A, few minutes before 
11:4 PM tomorrow, Dimitri, yourself, and | will enter the 
Artifact. 


Are we still shooting for the same resolution P 
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Yes. The coherent vectors of the Artifact's engine will be 
resolved once Renny switches of f the machine's controls 
remotely, at which point we will all be displaced. 


Here, I'll explain for you and 
Charlotte's sake. You won't 
even remember the moment 


But what comes after? They 
say we're crazy for this. | 
hope you all realize that this 
breaks every rule in the book. 

We can't just follow a protocol, 
t's new. T think this goes 
without saying, but whatever 
happens tomorrow shouldn't 

leave this room 


just sitting there, and then 
boom, you're out. Thirty 
minutes went by for me, but 
during that time J just didn't 
perceive anything. 
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before the drugs Kick in. You're 


Benjamin will be outside the vehicle, here in the garage. From there 
he will monitor the experiment. [t's only fair since he volunteered 


for the last trial. 
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From there, it will be Benjamin's job to administer the anaesthetic 
and to monitor the status of our assigned Bell states, not to 
mention ensuring the A\rtifact's superposition. 


Tous, the entire process will be instant. However for Benny, the 
machine will reappear at exactly 1X: O@AM, November 1st, 
4D25. We'll wake up a few minutes after the displacement. \When 
we exit the Artifact, all of the clocks inside will still read 
11:4@ PM. Remember last week’? | t's the same principle, except 
this time we're Killing two birds with one stone by having a shorter 
"go-time'' and two more live human subjects. 


[t's just nothing. No sounds, 
No sights, no pain. When you 
wake up, you'll seem a little... 1 
guess Woozy, but after that 
ou're Sai good, Maybe a 
Fle Nauseated, but nothing 
too serious. | t's honestly kind 
of nice just not existing for a 
little while 


Later. Inside the Artifact... 


Ugh. 
Charlotte? 


you two Stil 
there? 


\ Sint 
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ET 


; vo We ['m up too. a )- L=—_ You two, check your 
: ahha alaial , { Did we do it? | mean, were irae ieee VEX timers and then check 
you guys make me |a we able to skip forward ? Check happened en GY \ 
on the floor? fee like your watch, Adrian. ['m gonna ie failsafe : 
\ need a few. Everything hurts 
must have... 


them again. Let's just 
stick with the plan 
before we jump to 
conclusions. 


_l'm sure it's 
Nothing serious. 


/ fAarian, L think | see \ oo : [+ appears 7 T'm knocking 
what youmean. Thisdoesn't | /-as if we've overshot something. on the door. T his 
look right. Did something fryP J Remember, there are more angles has to be some sort of 
\UT'm not getting anything from/ ts we have to consider before we elaborate prank or joke 
: outside either. fs Start panicking. Let's just look or something else. Either 
—<_ at everything again, \Way, ‘['m no longer a fan 
of this bit. 


Sf Five minutes ? 

/ I don't understand. \ 
What did we just do ? 
Everything was set up 

right. | checked it. 7 


He's not 
answering, 
Dimitri, is he even 
you need to 
calm down. 


Well Dimitri 


to be concise, [| 


think [ may need 


a 


. good hard slap in 


the face. 


| A 


have 


Aaron, 
ou checKed | 


ii certain though. 


Let's just 
seJ think for a second.\:: 
a T he whole thing Was |e 
“\ supposed tobe = st 
Bias L don't Know Se: 
cr everything, but what 
“L do Know is our end 
reads five minutes. 
“| _]'m not trying to be 
funny, and | don't want 
to scare you, but we 
are not where we 
think we are. 


wrong. You're just wrong. 
'm checking it again. 
Adrian, what do you 
think? [t's not fa 
bad is it P 


Whatever 
just happened, we can't 
leave until we're sure 
Benjamin has powered the 
machine down. A\ll of this 


L think Charlotte 
might be right. [ can't 


e|l| figure it out. end, ['m sure of it. 


Adrian, talk! Say 

. something! What 

| does it say P| 
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BENNY! N 
OPEN THE DOOR! 
~ WERE DONE! _/ 


’_~AND THIS 
BISN'T FUNNY! 


Veg A\re you serious P 


Well we U7Z What am | lookin 
-— Ze Z g at 
Yn definitely overshot ZZ aga here? [ Know this isn't 
~~ It. ZEE=H.\Vq right. What are you trying 
(\ é FV" Itgea—m\\\|\ to tell me by showing 
me this? What? 


VaaaN 
Charlotte, we're : Knew something like 
lost. (ZA) this could be a possbility, 
rel iN but | never thought it 
a would come true. 


You're both sick 
in the head. | | find out 
this is some sort of weird 
joke, ['m gonna kill both 
of you. : 


7 Why on Earth 
would we joke about 
something like this P Huh? 
Years of work and you think 
I'm just gonna throw it away 
ona joke? 


We're not 
stranded. For all we Know, we 
/ haven't even been gone for a year. 
— | L mean, that other stuff, that's just 
_ | what our clock says. Clocks break all the 
time right? [t's not right. [+ can't be. 


~ 
: t m aoe ee ae 
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No. No way. You Kids might be 
Alright, this is stupid. jy [{ vight, that may be the 
Can't we just make sure before WIA) | best option. The only way 
we start freaking out ? Let's ga Z— to make sure of our | 
just leavel Maybe Benny's been Nyt, circumstance is to exit 
out there this whole time. Also the Artifact. 
even if we really are lost, we 
can't just Stay in here or well 
die too. | 
Adrian, 
it's an RV. 


‘Lt's a carl 


No... 


Wait a second, 
‘L Know. | Know 
what happened. 


You said it yourself, 
you checked it. | checked } 
it. Nothing should have 
been changed, unless 


are you talking 
about P 


Think about it. 


someone changed it ho else has even half \ 


on purpose. 7 Of the brain required to 
even think of pulling 
something like this of f°? 


| f 
He must have Benny! It's Benny! 


Known everything, 
exactly what settings 
\ to change without us 
Noticing before it 
was too late. 


You think he accidentally got the wrong drug 
for our [\/s? You really think he was just 
running a little late for no reason P He was 
stalling for time, trying to think of another 
way to do it. T his--this is something else, 
years of planning at least. That little trip 
we juSt took was supposed to be one-way. 
You never told him about the failsafe. He 
didn't Know it existed, which of course is 
why we're all not dead right now. 


Dimitri, do you \. 
really think Benjamin 
is capable of doing 


Dimitri, are you 
saying he did this on purpose ? 
Benny? The guy you've Known 
since seventh grade ? You really think these things ? 
he'd just throw everything nau? For 
what, to try and Kill us? Why? 4 
WHY’? He's our friend. 


L thought ] 

Knew him too. | really did. 
He's just another actor. 
Nobody's ever genuine! People 
Just use you and take advantage 
of you and toss you aside 
when you're not usefull 


Dimitri you Know him 
We Know himl This just 
doesn't make any sense. 


Seriously, Dimitri, 
you don't think it's possible 
you or | could've made a 
mistake P How do you Know 
you're not just being 
paranoid ? 


You told 
us you've been 
having issues, 
and you're of f 
your meds 
too- 


Don't try \ 
and pin this shit } 


” [his was your idea too. 
7 You agreed to this, So grow ups 
What do you want me to say? 
I can't read your mind. Either way 
we're stuck here, and yeah, ['m 
sure being pessimistic will be really 
helpful. Yeah. Everything sucks and 
we should all go kill 
ourselves. 


NO. Don't even go there. Don't 
even talk about thatl [t's irrelevant! 
Screw you for even bringing that up! Screw. 
You. Seriously. \We're all gonna get what's coming 
to us, all we can do is just wait. God, why did | let 
ou Con Me into strapping myself to this-this deathtrap P 
Vou You just Kept egging me on and | thought J didn't 
have a choice. YOU! Always complaining and- 


| | 
| Surely there must \ 
be some sort of scientific 
explanation for all of this. 
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just shut up for 
a second. | hear 
something outside, 
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Well 


done, guardian. |'ll see to it 
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our chocolate portions £ 
led this month 


You were right. 
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‘Three heat signatures. 


[Two male, one female. 
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